The Star: A Journey of Hope
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the
Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no
word from God will ever fail.”
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.
L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God.
Welcome to the first Sunday of Advent.
The word advent is a version of a Latin term which means “coming.”
Our journey that will explore the gifts of Christmas delivered by and through
Christ: hope, love, joy, and peace.
1. Acknowledge the Darkness
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2)
2. Embrace the Wait
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what
we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
3. Commit to the Journey
“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the
grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.”
(1 Peter 1:13)

